Chute Forest Parish Council
January 2011
Minutes of Chute Forest Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 20th January 2011 
Present: Cllr R Cherrington (Chairman) Cllr D Close (Vice Chairman), Cllr P Caddick, Cllr Mark Geraghty and Cllr David Pike  
In attendance: M J Winterbourne (Clerk) Wilts Cllr C Howard and PCSO P.Royston
1 Apologies for Absence:  None

2 Declaration of Interest in items on the Agenda: None

3 General Public:  Mr and Mrs Bament were present and asked questions with regards to the salting/gritting of the road through Chute Forest .The Chairman asked if they would like to remain at the meeting until item 12.1 when this subject would be discussed in greater detail. They agreed.
4 Minutes of previous meeting: Minutes of the previous meeting of 18th November 2010, having been circulated, Cllr D Close proposed that the minutes be signed as a true record, seconded by Cllr M Geraghty

            Carried and duly signed by the Chairman.
Action: Clerk to post minutes on Parish Notice Boards
5 Matters arising: None that do not appear on the agenda.

6 Correspondence: As received and if necessary held at the clerk’s office.
6.1 Grass Cutting Contractors 

6.2 Sarsen Housing Annual report

6.3 The Community Foundation ~ Surviving Winter Appeal

6.4 The Journal of Local Planning 

6.5 Credit Union

6.6 Norfolk China Ltd ~ Commemorative pieces for Prince Williams Wedding 

6.7 WC ~ Parish Elections and Casual vacancies

6.8 WC ~ Parish Newsletter for Dec 2010

6.9 WALC Newsletters for November and December 2010

6.10 Abolition of the Standards Board regime

6.11 Invitation from Jane Scott leader of WC ~ Town and Parish Councils
re next year’s budget – the challenges we face
6.12 Community Cleansing Grant

6.13 WC ~ Parish Newsletter for Jan 2011

6.14 The Royal British Legion ~ Great Poppy Party weekend 

The Members noted the Correspondence and directed the clerk to reply to The Royal British legion, item 6.14
                                                                                                   Action: Clerk 
7 Finance.
7.1 The RFO presented for approval a current Liquidity statement and bank reconciliation at 12th January 2011
     The  members noted the statement and reconciliation, but had no comment at this time

7.2 After discussion and having considered making the following donations 
7.2.1 Parochial Church Council ~ £35

7.2.2 Village Hall Committee ~ £110

7.2.3 Playing Fields Management Committee ~ £260

Members RESOLVED to authorise the donations

                                                            Action Clerk/RFO 

7.3 Note that the Annual Accounts to be approved by the council before 30th June 2011

             Members noted the requirement

7.4 Note Section 137 Expenditure ~ limit for 2011/12

             Members noted the increase

7.5 Having considered a note, previously circulated by the clerk,with regards to deductions of Tax from the clerks salary to be forwarded to HMRC and a payment of £126.35 now being due.

            Members RESOLVED to authorise payment
                                                                                            Action RFO
 

7.6    Having considered the clerks salary, administration and expenses of £196.83 and £101.09 respectively 

             Members RESOLVED to authorise payment         
                  






   Action RFO
7.7 RFO
            Members confirmed Mrs Margaret Winterbourne as RFO to the council
8 Planning.-To receive, consider and comment on Planning Applications as received from Wiltshire Council.
8.1 E/10/1625/TCA 1 Chute Cadley Tree works

     
Members RESOLVED to make no comment 

                                

Action: Clerk to inform Wilts Council

8.2 E/10/1283/FUL Red House Farm House Domestic Swimming Pool 
              Approved with conditions 


8.3 E/10/1499/FUL Red House Farm Clanville New dwelling with an Equestrian tie(resubmission of E/09/1501/FUL) 
              Approved with conditions

Members noted the consents of items 8.2 and 8.3


8.4 E/11/0055/LBC Hyde Cottage Chute Cadley ~ Sally Tweed


Members RESOLVED to make no objection
Action: Clerk to inform Wilts Council




9 Tidworth Area Community Board

Cllr R. Cherrington attended this meeting and reported :

· Wiltshire police force explained they have to make £15 million savings in the next financial  year so there will be 150 fewer officers, 300 fewer support staff but front line policing and the neighborhood policing team will not be affected 

· Persimmon Homes have bought the North East Quadrant of Tidworth from the MOD for development 
· Area 19 in Tidworth will be developed with military houses 

· Drummond Park in Ludgershall will have about 500 houses built on the site, but planning permission has not yet been approved 

· Roads: 200 to 400 potholes are being repaired in Wiltshire each day 

· Tedworth House will become a centre for the long term care of military personnel

· The date of the next meeting is Monday 21st March 2011 at Ludgershall Memorial Hall
10. Footpaths.
Nothing to report  

11. Village Hall.

Cllr Mark Geraghty circulated the Charity Commission document with regard to the Village Hall which showed that the only involvement the council has with the hall is to have a council representative on the hall committee.

No building work has taken place over the winter period due to bad weather, but will start again in the spring when hopefully there will be better weather. 


12. Roads.

12.1. Mr and Mrs Bament’s questions about salting/gritting of the road through Chute Forest were addressed .There are about 24 children who need to get to school and a number of other people need to get to work. There is only one road in and out of Chute Forest and this was in an awful state throughout the bad weather and at times impassable. All the other Chute roads seemed to be cleared and gritted but not the one passing through Chute Forest.
Wilts Cllr Howard is to ask Wiltshire Council if part of Lodge Lane from Biddesden Crossroad up to the T junction just past Mankhorn Cottage could be included in the gritting process as it is quite a steep gradient, but would make a great deal of difference to parishioners being able to use the road in and out of Chute Forest.

Wiltshire Council is offering bags of grit/salt to councils if they have somewhere to keep it dry undercover and can then salt the roads themselves. Cllr Close has approached Mr Thistlethwayte who has suitable premises and a gritting machine.

Mr Thistlethwayte has agreed to storing the grit/salt and assist with the gritting 

It is not known when the grit will arrive from Wiltshire Council as they are extremely busy catching up with work since the bad weather, filling in potholes and refilling grit bins around the county, but they hope it will be in the not too distant future, and before we have further bad weather.
13. King George Playing Field
· The new constitution has now been signed
· There are 4 elected voting members of the committee, but there can be any number of co opted members on the committee with no voting rights.
· The 4 elected members must include 1 councillor from each of the Parish Councils. This will be Cllr Rowan Cherrington from Chute Forest Parish Council and Cllr Simon Falla from Chute Parish Council.

· Cheques to be signed by 3 people, 1 from King George’s Field and 1 from each of the councils 

· Another Cllr from the council is needed as “a back up signature” in case Cllr Cherrington is not available to sign cheques. Cllr David Pike agreed to this role and is to liaise with Chris Stock to sort out details.

· The Accounts are solvent, and the committee is expecting some money from both Parish Councils

· Insurance ~ The two Parish Councils pay half each for the insurance of the Playing field, But Cllr Cherrington feels this is unfair, as Chute has approximately 330 parishioners and Chute Forest has approximately 130.Cllr Cherrington is to discuss this with Chute Parish Council. Chris Stock is also arranging quotes for insurance cover.
· Chris Stock supports the playing field and is prepared to continue as Chairman
14. Annual Parish Meeting 

Noting the date of the meeting is Thursday 21st April 2011,which is  Maundy Thursday, it was agreed it should be changed to Thursday 14th April 2011,that being  one week earlier.
Action: Clerk to cancel and rebook venue
15. AOB

Wiltshire Police ~ PCSO P. Royston reported:

· There had been no crimes in Chute Forest
·  they would be attending the fete in June
 
Members noted the report and thanked PCSO Royston for attending 

Wiltshire Councillor ~ Cllr Charles Howard reported:
· The Highways Officer for our area is now based at Wilton instead of Marlborough. This includes the Parish Stewards and highways engineers, but NOT gritting. Graham Axtell is the highways engineer contact on 01722 743243

· Paul Bollen is the contact for Refuse.
· Mobile Library will not be affected by Council cuts, however the paid staff at Ludgershall Library are being withdrawn and it will be run with volunteers

· Wiltshire Council have to save £30 million this year. 240 middle managers have already gone, but compared to other authorities we are doing well. The council runs a very tight ship and being a Unitary Authority has saved money

· Sodexo and Hills have been told to cut the prices they charge the council for their services in order to save about  £8 million
Members noted the report and thanked Cllr Howard for attending
Cllr Caddock asked the council if the children of the parish should be given a momento of the forthcoming Royal Wedding. Members agreed that as it is not a significant Royal Wedding it was not necessary  

The Chairman and Cllr Close directed the clerk to write to Wiltshire Councils refuse department to thank them for the excellent service the parish received during the recent inclement weather. 
The Chairman decided there was no need to hold the extraordinary meeting 
16. Date of next meeting:

This was confirmed as Thursday 17th March 2011 at 7.30pm

There being no further business to conduct the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.40pm
Signed
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